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ARTICLE 6

SECTION 5
 

JUVENILES IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

1. In determining the Medi-Cal eligibility of a juvenile (under the age of 18) in a facility, staff 
must consider both the disposition status of the juvenile and the type of facility he/she is in.

Note: A juvenile is not eligible if he/she is in a public institution for a criminal offense.

A. Disposition

In a juvenile case, disposition is the decision made by the court for the juvenile’s 
welfare. A disposition order is the court decision if the minor will be placed in foster 
care, sentenced, placed on probation, or released either temporarily or permanently. 
When the juvenile is determined a “Ward of the Court” and is awaiting foster care 
placement and not awaiting sentencing for a criminal violation of law, the juvenile is 
eligible for Medi-Cal. (See MPG Article 5, Section 12 for information on Foster Care.)

B. Before Disposition

A juvenile who is in a detention center due to criminal activity is a resident of a public 
institution and is not eligible for Medi-Cal.

A juvenile who is in a detention center due to care, protection, or in the best interest of 
the child is not an “inmate of a public institution” if there is a specific plan for him/her 
that makes the stay temporary (one to two months). He/she is eligible to Medi-Cal.

C. After Disposition

Juveniles on intensive probation with a plan of release, which includes residence in a 
detention center, are not eligible for Medi-Cal benefits until released.

If the juvenile is placed, or awaiting placement, on intensive probation in a residential 
facility, he/she is eligible for Medi-Cal benefits if the facility is not part of the criminal 
justice system.

D. Facility

Publicly operated community residences that serve no more than 16 residents are not 
considered institutions, and juveniles in these facilities are entitled to Medi-Cal if 
otherwise eligible. These facilities may be psychiatric nursing facilities licensed by the 
Department of Mental Health or other community care facility.

Example

A juvenile is detained for criminal activity. He/she is placed on probation with specific 
conditions of release, including a stay of 30 days or longer at a detention facility. The 
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facility is identified as a juvenile detention center, not a treatment center. Upon release 
from this detention center, he/she would be placed on probation with his/her mother. 
Because of the nature of his/her custody and the nature of the facility as a detention 
center (public institution), he/she is not eligible for Medi-Cal benefits. The juvenile is 
living in a public institution and is not eligible for Medi-Cal benefits during the period of 
incarceration. After release from the detention center and while on probation, the 
juvenile may be eligible for Medi-Cal benefits.
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